
||

Ecosystem services – a Procrustean bed?

Prof. Dr. Adrienne Grêt-Regamey
Planning of Landscape and Urban Systems PLUS 
ETH Zürich, Switzerland



|| 24.05.2016A. Grêt-Regamey 2

Ecosystem Services – a Procrustean bed 

Abson et al. (2014): Ecosystem services as a boundary object for sustainability. 
Ecological Economics 103: 29-37.
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Ecosystem Services – a Procustrean bed

Grêt-Regamey et al. (2012): Mountain Ecosystem Services: Who Cares? 
Mountain Research and Development 32(1): 23-34.
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4 ways forward

Ecosystem Services – a Procustrean bed



|| 24.05.2016A. Grêt-Regamey 6

“If nature is valued, we can save it!” – an exploitive 
human-nature relationship, ignoring the intrinsic 
values of nature.
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Raymond et al. (2013): Ecosystem Services and Beyond: Using Multiple
Methaphors to Understand Human-Environment Relationships. BioScience
63: 536-546.

1. Way forward: considering additional 
metaphors of human-nature relationships
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Stakeholder integration – Iterative & collaborative

1. Way forward: considering additional 
metaphors of human-nature relationships
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2. Way forward: Reconnecting society and 
nature through geodesign

Restoring the Ciliwung River (Indonesia)
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1

Discrete choice
experiment

MCDA

Hydrological 
modeling

2

3

Grêt-Regamey et al. (2016): River rehabilitation as an opportunity
for ecological landscape design. Sustainable Cities and Society.
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Ervine Lin and Kashif Shaad, 2014 ; Ervine Lin, 2013

2012
Pop: ~28 million
Area: 5270 km2

2030
Pop: 34-40+ 

million

more in session 5 (une aide à la décision)more in session 5 (une aide à la décision)

2. Way forward: Reconnecting society and 
nature through geodesign
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Costanza et al. (2014): Changes in the global value of ecosystem
services. Global Environmental Change 26: 152–158.

“Nature is worth nearly double of world GDP”
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3. Way forward: Valuation of ES for better informed 
decisions 
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3. Way forward: Valuation of ES for better informed 
decisions 
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3. Way forward: Valuation of ES for better informed 
decisions 

more in session 2b (quelle évaluation?)more in session 2b (quelle évaluation?)
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“Assessing ecosystem services will help conserve 
biodiversity”
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4. Way forward: ES management can support 
biodiversity, only when knowledge exchange

Grêt-Regamey et al. (2013): On the importance of non-linear
relationships between landscape patterns and the sustainable
provision of esoystem services. Landscape Ecology.



||

• The ES concept…
• …fosters transdisciplinarity 
• …allows integrating values of different stakeholders
• …allows mutual learning processes
• …allows empowering human actions
• …allows prioritizing land use and management actions
• … allows balancing economic, ecological and social
• aspects
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Conclusion


